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We found him a most interesting study. In many ways
the boy was exceedingly capable. He was American
born and he had never been truant, yet after attending
school's, both public and private, from his sixth year to
his fifteenth, he was only in fifth grade. Still, as
seen in the laboratory, he showed a splendid attitude
toward mental tasks; he was greatly interested in all the
tests and made an effort to do well. On the whole, he
showed very good powers of attention and worked per-
sistently with no evidence of fatigue. His emotions
seemed altogether normal, both as seen in his reactions
during the test work and as evidenced by his own and his
mother's story.

Reading, no matter how simple the passage, occasioned
him much difficulty. He made errors in the reading of
very simple words, for example he called " often " " after ",
"about" was pronounced as "along." He failed ab-
solutely on such words as "autumn", "winds",
"frightened." Indeed, he never seemed certain of any
words except the simplest, such as "the", "and", and
other common monosyllables. Speaking of his reading,
he said, "The kids at school would always laugh at me.
I got so I wouldn't read at all. Sure, my teachers tried
to help me, but it seemed like I couldn't pick it up."
He had never read a book, could not read the newspapers,
and, in consequence, was very poorly informed in spite
of his good ability in many directions.

Turning to other school work, we found that the boy
had no difficulty with arithmetic. He had had little
opportunity of learning upper grade work, but was
familiar with the fundamental processes and did quite
well all tests involving money and its use, and also
problems in arithmetic. On the other hand, spelling was
exceedingly poor; we found that the boy could not depend
upon the sound of words at all; these very evidently